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THE TREE OF LIFE 
Doctrine of Man 

Camden M. Bucey 

GENESIS 2:8–9, 15–17 
• 8 And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he 

had formed. 9 And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant 
to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. 

• 15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 16 And 
the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 
17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of 
it you shall surely die.” 

THE TREE OF LIFE AND FUTURE BODILY RESURRECTION 
• John references the tree of life several times in the New Testament. 

o Revelation 2:7b—‘To the one who conquers  I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is 
in the paradise of God.’ 

o Consider this context: Christ has ascended, and now he appears to John as the risen and 
glorified King of a New Creation.  

• This connects the work of Christ—the eschatological man—to a symbol of protology. 
o First, this means that Christ promises his church something associated with the glory and 

splendor of heaven.  
§ This is the same glory and splendor that is revealed in the person of Christ. 
§ The resurrected Christ reveals the heavenly, eschatological glory (1 Cor 15:35ff).  
§ He is present to offer something of the quality of life he now experiences. He will 

bestow something of his realm and mode of existence. 
o Second, while Christ presently experiences the blessings of heaven, eating from the tree of 

life in a paradise of God is something that he presents as a future reality for the church. 
§ Revelation speaks about the “one who overcomes.”  
§ This refers to the one who by faith in Christ, holds firmly to the word of God, 

perseveres to the end and overcomes the dragon. 
o Third, this sacramental blessing involves eating. It’s a meal. 

§ Jesus promises the the overcomer that he will eat from the tree of life. This is a 
blessing in accordance with the realm in which Jesus present belongs. He 
possesses glorified life (imperishable, glory, power power, Spiritual). 

§ The blessing that is received is nothing less than glorified resurrection life (Rev 
1:17–18). Resurrection life is a key theme in all of John’s writings. 
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• If eternal life in John’s theology must be resurrection life through Christ, then the overcomer who 
eats from the tree of life must be resurrected bodily. The tree of life—as something that will be 
granted to the overcomer—symbolizes a future, bodily resurrection life with and in Christ. 

THE TREE OF LIFE: PARADISE AND HEAVEN 
• This life also has a heavenly in its focus that transcends the present earthly reality.  

o Christ has obtained what was represented by the tree of life.  
o He brings his people to live and reign with him in the paradise of God.  

• There is both a continuity and discontinuity between the symbolic significance of the tree of life in 
the protological, prefall situation and the eschatological, postfall situation. 

o There is continuity in what is symbolized. It is the same in substance. The tree of life 
was/is a picture of eschatological life in the paradise of God. It would be bestowed upon 
the overcomer—whether to prefall Adam or to the redeemed. 

o But there is also discontinuity. The prospect of eschatological life was held forth to Adam 
simply on condition of his perfect and personal obedience. But the prospect of eating 
from the tree of life in the paradise of God after the fall, requires death and resurrection.  

THE TREE OF LIFE AND THE NEW HEAVENS AND NEW EARTH 
• Revelation continues with imagery surrounding the Tree of Life that connects it to the New 

Heavens and New Earth. 
o Look at Revelation 21, for example:  “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the 

first heaven  and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.” 
o The eschatological order both fulfills and surpasses the protological order of creation. 

§ Then, beginning in Revelation 21:10 we see the same eschatological reality 
described in the language of typology.  

§ It is a heavenly city–the city of Jerusalem, descending from the eschatological 
arena, unveiled to sight. 

o Christ fulfills and transcends what was present in the protological order of creation as well 
as the typological order of redemption. 

• Revelation 22:1–3 is another text that associates the tree of life with future heavenly glory. 
o First, the reference to the throne of God clearly indicates that we are given a heavenly 

vision. John says that he is shown, “the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 
from the throne of God and of the Lamb.” 

o Second, not only is the scene heavenly, but it is a revelation of heaven in its future, 
consummate glory.  

• The tree of life finds its place in a glorious New Heavens and New Earth, a heavenly 
Jerusalem.  

o Since Jesus brings his people into the consummate form of the kingdom, symbolized 
by the tree of life.  

o The tree of life accents the fact that God has always had a plan to bring his people into 
a glorious consummation.  


