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WHAT IS COMMON GRACE? 
• Common grace can be considered positively (Is. 26:10; Matt. 5:44-46; Acts 

17:14-17). 
o Common grace is “any blessing of any degree, short of salvation, that 

the sin-cursed world enjoys at the hand of God (John Murray).”  
o at is, common grace is God’s general and non-saving benevolence 

toward all of his creatures.  
• Common grace can also be considered negatively (Gen. 20:6; Romans 1:24ff). 

o Common grace is a suspension of judgment. 
o Sinful man deserves God’s wrath, but Christ has not yet returned to 

judge because God is redeeming his people. 
• Common Grace in Redemptive-History 

o Gen 8:20-22; Matt 24:37-39 
o 2 Peter 3:5-7 

§ Peter presents two distinct world orders: the world 
terminated by the !ood and the present world that will be 
terminated by !re.  

§ e present world is being preserved by common grace for 
this end, recapitulating the previous course as it leads to the 
New Heavens and New Earth (v. 13). 

HISTORICAL ISSUES 
• John Calvin (1509-1564) 

o Calvin reacted to Roman Catholic doctrines of sin and grace. 
o How can we account for the presence of God’s blessing in the world 

in light of God’s wrath and our total depravity? 
§ God is the source of all good. 
§ e unregenerate are capable of nothing truly good in God’s 

sight and are justly under divine wrath. 

§ e unregenerate receive good gis from God and make 
worthy contributions in science, art, etc. 

o Rome sought to explain the “goodness” in unbelievers by arguing 
that the sin did not affect man’s natural abilities. 

• B.B. War!eld (1851-1921) 
o War!eld stressed the commonality between believers and 

unbelievers. 
o Even aer the fall, there remains some commonality between both 

groups in terms of rationality, etc.  
o He taught that God’s revelation is clear and accessible even to 

unbelievers. 
• Abraham Kuyper (1837-1920) 

o Kuyper stressed the antithesis (the covenantal-ethical divide between 
believers and unbelievers) so much that believers and unbelievers 
cannot have any meaningful interaction. 

o Apologetics then becomes an activity that only bolsters the faith of 
believers. e apologist has no point of contact with unbelievers.  

BRIDGING THE DIVIDE 
• Cornelius Van Til (1895-1987) 

o Van Til drew heavily from both Old Princeton (War!eld) and Old 
Amsterdam (Kuyper). 

o He developed a doctrine of common 
grace that has become a key feature 
of covenantal apologetics. 

• e point of contact is the image of God. e 
Word of God always has a meaningful effect 
upon human beings. 

• Because of common grace and the image of 
God, the antithesis can be bridged with the 
Word of God. 

• erefore, we can have meaningful apologetic 
encounters, provided we rely on God’s 
revelation through His Spirit. 

Next time we will study presuppositions and how 
they inform a proper approach to apologetics. 
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