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INSPIRATION AND THE ATTRIBUTES OF SCRIPTURE 
Introduction to the Bible 

Pastor Bucey 

INSPIRATION1 
The doctrine of inspiration is not just a New Testament addition. Each of the biblical books 
presuppose God’s unfolding, objective revelation to his covenant people. Reading the New 
Testament, we see that Jesus and the apostles accepted these books as God’s Word. Phrases like “it 
is written” or “Scripture says” indicate their belief in the authority of God’s written and inspired 
word. The New Testament also testifies explicitly to the inspiration of Scripture (2 Tim 3:16; 2 Pet 
1:19–21). 

Some people believe the human authors of Scripture were practically machines—merely writing 
down precisely what the Spirit dictated. Others believe the Spirit merely restrained the authors 
from writing anything false. Some believed inspiration was “dynamic” in that God inspired the 
persons but not directly what they wrote. Still others believe that inspiration is limited to the 
religious-ethical teachings but not to the historical or other claims. Yet others limited inspiration 
to the so-called religious-ethical teachings, allowing for varying degrees of fallibility for the rest.  

The Reformers emphasized the God-breathed (θεοπνευστος, 2 Tim. 3:16) character of all of 
Scripture. God positively spoke his Word by his Spirit through the human authors. Inspiration 
applies to the individual words of Scripture but also to the sentences, paragraphs, books—to the 
entirety. Inspiration is not a work of God’s general providence but his saving purpose in special 
revelation. It is neither mechanical nor dynamic; it is organic. 

INERRANCY AND INFALLIBILITY 
Inerrancy is the teaching that Scripture contains no errors. Some people present infallibility as the 
teaching that Scripture cannot err. Simply put, infallibility is the teaching that Scripture never 
fails—it always accomplishes God’s desired result. Some people believe that Scripture can have 
errors, yet still never fail. We maintain that Scripture is without error, cannot err, and can never 
fail. 

                                                             
1 This lesson was “inspired” by John Bolt’s introductions to chapters 13 and 14 in Herman Bavinck, 
Prolegomena, ed. John Bolt, trans. John Vriend, Reformed Dogmatics 1 (Baker Academic, 2003), 387–389. 
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THE ATTRIBUTES OF SCRIPTURE 

AUTHORITY 
Along with the Reformers, we hold that Scripture is self-authenticating. It does not need another 
authority to authorize or authenticate it. There is no notary public for Scripture. This is true even 
for the church. The church is founded on the truth of Scripture. The Westminster Confession of 
Faith 1.5 states, “our full persuasion and assurance of the infallible truth and divine authority 
thereof, is from the inward work of the Holy Spirit bearing witness by and with the Word in our 
hearts.” 

NECESSITY 
We believe that Scripture is necessary. As a consequence of its views of church tradition, the 
Roman Catholic Church eventually established the dogma of papal infallibility. Practically 
speaking, Scripture is unnecessary in this scheme. The Anabaptists also downplayed the 
importance of Scripture. They prioritized the inward testimony of God to the exclusion of the 
outward word. The latter was practically unnecessary. 

PERSPICUITY 
We believe that the Bible is perspicuous or clear. There are no deficiencies in what God has said. 
He does not speak opaquely or with an impediment. This does not mean that there are no 
mysteries in Scripture or that some passages are difficult to understand. The Westminster 
Confession of Faith 1.7 states: 

All things in Scripture are not alike plain in themselves, nor alike clear unto all: yet those 
things which are necessary to be known, believed, and observed for salvation, are so 
clearly propounded, and opened in some place of Scripture or other, that not only the 
learned, but the unlearned, in a due use of the ordinary means, may attain unto a 
sufficient understanding of them. 

The path of salvation is clearly taught and is accessible to those with a due use of the ordinary 
means. This is as far as you can get from Gnosticism. 

SUFFICIENCY 
Scripture is sufficient to give the knowledge of God and of his will, which is necessary for 
salvation. It teaches us everything we need for doctrine and life. It does not need to be augmented 
by tradition. Rome taught that many doctrines not found in Scripture were entrusted to the 
church through oral tradition. The Reformers held to sola Scriptura. Yet this is not solo Scriptura. 
We are not independent (or lone ranger) Christians. It is important for us to be involved in the 
body of Christ. We rely on the wise instruction and encouragement of fellow believers. Still, the 
church and each of her members are subjected to the authority of Scripture, which is sufficient. 


