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THE IMAGE OF GOD: PAST AND/OR PRESENT? 
Doctrine of Man 

Camden M. Bucey 

MAN IS STILL MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD1 
• Genesis 9:6, which describes life after the fall, seems to presuppose that man continues to be made 

in the image of God.  
o Genesis 9:6—Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for God 

made man in his own image. 
§ Some interpret this verse to say that man was made in the image of God and may 

in fact regain that image. 
§ The most natural way to interpret this statement is that that God made man in his 

own image, and that “making” has created a state that results or continues. 
o In other words, Genesis 9:6 seems to say that man was made in the image of God and 

retains that image. Murder is then worthy of death, because man continues to be made in 
the image of God. 

• James 3:9—With [the tongue] we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are 
made in the likeness of God. 

o James has been teaching about the danger of sinning with the tongue. 
§ It is unfitting that we would bless our God and Father with the same organ we use 

to curse people. 
§ The turns specifically on the nature of man.  

o “Who are made” is a single word in Greek. It is a participle that indicates a past act that 
has present effects. Therefore, fallen man continues to be made in the likeness of God.  

o James describes the creation of man according to a fashion or pattern. 
§ “Likeness” is that pattern. It is the divine archetype according to which man is the 

ectype. 
• This provides the logical basis for James’ moral argument. 
• The reason it is such a contradiction to curse men while we also bless 

God with the very same tongue is that man is created expressly according 
to God’s likeness. 

§ It is inconsistent, illogical, and even absurd to curse the likeness of God while 
blessing God. 

• 1 Corinthians 11:7—“For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and 
glory of God; but woman is the glory of man.” 

o The phrase “he is the image and glory of God” is similar to Gen 1:27. 

                                                             
1 These exegetical arguments are largely drawn from the teaching of Dr. Lane G. Tipton. 
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§ The verb form behind “he is the image…” implies an abiding and continuing 
present reality. Man, even after the fall, is the image and glory of God. 

§ Paul refers to what is common to humanity. His argument is rooted in the 
original creation. 

o This passage is perplexing on several levels, but the conjunctions and prepositions help to 
clarify Paul’s intent. 

§ 1 Corinthians 11:8–9—8 For man was not made from woman, but woman from 
man. 9 Neither was man created for woman, but woman for man.  

• In terms of creational order or purpose, woman was made “for” man. 
• This is not a statement about ontological inequality, but one of roles. 

§ Paul’s statements about the creation of man and woman refer to an abiding 
reality. Therefore, Paul’s argument seems to rest on the affirmation that man 
continues to exist in the image of God. 

o In 1 Corinthians 11:7, Paul is not concerned first and foremost to describe woman’s 
relationship to God; he is concerned to describe woman’s relationship to man. 

• Given our exegesis of Genesis 9:6, James 3:9, and 1 Corinthians 11:7, we can conclude that man 
and women retain the image of God after the fall. That being said, other texts suggest that the 
image of God has been lost through the fall. 

THE IMAGE OF GOD HAS BEEN AFFECTED 
• Whereas Gen 9:6; James 3:9; and 1 Corinthians 11:7 emphasized what is the same regarding the 

image of God pre- and post-fall, Eph 4:24 and Col 3:10 focus on what is different. 
o Ephesians 4:24—and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true 

righteousness and holiness. 
o Colossians 3:10—and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge 

after the image of its creator. 
o Both Eph 4:24 and Col 3:10 clearly speak about the renewal of the image of God. If that’s 

the case, then something must have happened to it. 
§ Ephesians 4:24 looks to the ethical effects of the New Creation. This describes the 

sense in which believers are recreated. They are recreated ethically with respect to 
righteousness and holiness. 

§ Colossians 3:10 focuses on the epistemological (pertaining to knowledge) effects 
of the New Creation. 

o To combine the teaching of Eph 4:24 and Col 3:10, redemption restores true knowledge, 
righteousness, and holiness, which are ectypes according to the divine archetype. 

• The Scriptural data demands that we affirm two truths: (1) man retains the image of God after the 
fall, and (2) man has lost the image of God in some sense. 

o This introduces several important distinctions we find in our theological tradition 
regarding the image of God (e.g. broad vs. narrow; moral agency vs. moral excellence). 
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o Man retains moral capacity and moral agency. Yet, in his sin, man no longer possesses 
true knowledge, righteousness, and holiness. He has lost the narrow sense of moral 
conformity or excellence. 


